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Empowered: The Power Unleashed 
 

Acts 1:4–8 (HCSB)  
While He was together with them, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait 
for the Father’s promise. “This,” He said, “is what you heard from Me; 5 for John baptized 
with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 6 So when 
they had come together, they asked Him, “Lord, are You restoring the kingdom to Israel at 
this time?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or periods that the Father has 
set by His own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come on 
you, and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends 
of the earth.”  
 

1. THE HOLY SPIRIT COMES TO US AS A           v 4 
 

• The Holy Spirit was present but not ready to be      . 
 

Luke 24:49a (HCSB)  

“And look, I am sending you what My Father promised.” 
 

John 7:39 (HCSB)  
He said this about the Spirit. Those who believed in Jesus were going to receive the 
Spirit, for the Spirit had not yet been received because Jesus had not yet been 
glorified.  

 

• Jesus promised that He would leave us the Holy Spirit in His 
absence. 

 

Luke 11:13 (HCSB)  
“If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much 
more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him?”  

 

John 14:16 (HCSB)  
“And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Counselor to be with you 
forever.” 

 

John 16:7 (HCSB)  
“Nevertheless, I am telling you the truth. It is for your benefit that I go away, because if 
I don’t go away the Counselor will not come to you. If I go, I will send Him to you.” 

 

John 20:21–23 (HCSB)  

Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send 
you.” 22 After saying this, He breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 
23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of 
any, they are retained.”  

 

2. THE HOLY SPIRIT COVERS US WITH HIS               v 5 
 

• Just as the water covers us in     , the Holy 
Spirit covers us in a spiritual baptism. 

 

John 1:32–34 (HCSB)  
And John testified, “I watched the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and He 
rested on Him. 33 I didn’t know Him, but He who sent me to baptize with water told me, 
‘The One you see the Spirit descending and resting on - He is the One who baptizes 
with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 I have seen and testified that He is the Son of God!”  
 

• There is a unity in Christ because we are baptized in the Spirit. 
 
1 Corinthians 12:13 (HCSB)  
For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body - whether Jews or Greeks, 
whether slaves or free - and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.  

 

Ephesians 4:3–6 (HCSB)  
…diligently keeping the unity of the Spirit with the peace that binds us. 4 There is one 
body and one Spirit - just as you were called to one hope at your calling –  
5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is above all and 
through all and in all.  

 
3. THE HOLY SPIRIT COMMISSIONS US WITH HIS        vv 7-8 

Luke 24:49b (HCSB)  
“As for you, stay in the city until you are empowered from on high.”  

 

• We are empowered by the Holy Spirit. 
 

Ephesians 3:16 (HCSB)  
I pray that He may grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened 
with power in the inner man through His Spirit,  

 
• We are    by the Holy Spirit. 
 
John 20:21–22 (HCSB)  
Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” 
22 After saying this, He breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” 

 
 
The Next Step: 
Jesus promised that He would unleash the Holy Spirit to dwell in us until 
He returns.  Allow Him full access to your life. 


