
Dr. Montia Setzler, Lead Pastor 

 February 7, 2021 

 
 
A Generous Life: The Beauty of Giving 

Living the Generous Life 

 
Acts 20:17–38 (HCSB)  
Now from Miletus, he sent to Ephesus and called for the 
elders of the church. 18 And when they came to him, he said to 
them: “You know, from the first day I set foot in Asia, how I 
was with you the whole time - 19 serving the Lord with all 
humility, with tears, and with the trials that came to me through 
the plots of the Jews -  20 and that I did not shrink back from 
proclaiming to you anything that was profitable or from 
teaching it to you in public and from house to house. 21 I 
testified to both Jews and Greeks about repentance toward 
God and faith in our Lord Jesus. 22 “And now I am on my way 
to Jerusalem, bound in my spirit, not knowing what I will 
encounter there, 23 except that in town after town the Holy 
Spirit testifies to me that chains and afflictions are waiting for 
me. 24 But I count my life of no value to myself, so that I may 
finish my course and the ministry I received from the Lord 
Jesus, to testify to the gospel of God’s grace. 25 “And now I 
know that none of you will ever see my face again - everyone I 
went about preaching the kingdom to. 26 Therefore I testify to 
you this day that I am innocent of everyone’s blood, 27 for I did 
not shrink back from declaring to you the whole plan of God.  
28 Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock that the Holy 
Spirit has appointed you to as overseers, to shepherd the 
church of God, which He purchased with His own blood. 29 I 
know that after my departure savage wolves will come in 
among you, not sparing the flock. 30 And men will rise up from 
your own number with deviant doctrines to lure the disciples 
into following them. 31 Therefore be on the alert, remembering 
that night and day for three years I did not stop warning each 

one of you with tears. 32 “And now I commit you to God and to 
the message of His grace, which is able to build you up and to 
give you an inheritance among all who are sanctified. 33 I have 
not coveted anyone’s silver or gold or clothing. 34 You 
yourselves know that these hands have provided for my needs 
and for those who were with me. 35 In every way I’ve shown 
you that by laboring like this, it is necessary to help the weak 
and to keep in mind the words of the Lord Jesus, for He said, 
‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’ ” 36 After he said 
this, he knelt down and prayed with all of them. 37 There was a 
great deal of weeping by everyone. They embraced Paul and 
kissed him, 38 grieving most of all over his statement that they 
would never see his face again. Then they escorted him to the 
ship. 
  
1. A GENEROUS LIFE RESULTS FROM A PROPER  

    OF SELF  vv 24-25 
 

But I count my life of no value to myself, so that I may 
finish my course and the ministry I received from the Lord 
Jesus, to testify to the gospel of God’s grace. 25 “And now I 
know that none of you will ever see my face again - 
everyone I went about preaching the kingdom to. 
 

• We were not saved for just    . 
 

• A proper view of self does not mean a poor view of 
yourself. 

 

• A proper view of self will produce      
giving. 
 

2. A GENEROUS LIFE IS LIVED WITH NO  
      vv 26-27 

 



Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of 
everyone’s blood, 27 for I did not shrink back from declaring 
to you the whole plan of God. 
 

• Living a generous life allows us to    on 
what is in front of us. 

 

• Living a generous life allows us to live boldly for God.  
 

3. A GENEROUS LIFE IS     BY THE 
ENEMY  vv 28-31 

 
Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock that the 
Holy Spirit has appointed you to as overseers, to shepherd 
the church of God, which He purchased with His own 
blood. 29 I know that after my departure savage wolves will 
come in among you, not sparing the flock. 30 And men will 
rise up from your own number with deviant doctrines to lure 
the disciples into following them. 31 Therefore be on the 
alert, remembering that night and day for three years I did 
not stop warning each one of you with tears. 
 

• Leaders     their flocks from the enemy. 
 

• Live generously but be on alert for false doctrines. 
 
4. A GENEROUS LIFE IS A BLES    LIFE  

vv 32-35 
 

“And now I commit you to God and to the message of His 
grace, which is able to build you up and to give you an 
inheritance among all who are sanctified. 33 I have not 
coveted anyone’s silver or gold or clothing. 34 You 
yourselves know that these hands have provided for my 
needs and for those who were with me. 35 In every way I’ve 
shown you that by laboring like this, it is necessary to help 

the weak and to keep in mind the words of the Lord Jesus, 
for He said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’” 
 

• Generosity allows God to     us. 
 

• Generosity not only benefits others, but it also benefits 
us. 

 
 
The Next Step:  
Live the generous life and discover the blessings God has for 
you. 
 
 


