
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

   1 
 

No Team Kid 
 

New Year’s 
Day 

2 3 4 

5 
Bible Study 

9:30 am & 11 am 
 

20/20 Married 
Life Event  

12:30 pm-5 pm 

6 7  8 
 

Team Kid 
6:30 pm-8 pm 

9 10 11 
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Bible Study 
9:30 am & 11 am 

13 14 15 
Team Kid 

6:30 pm-8 pm 
 

PNO  
Registration  

closes 

16 
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PNO  
6 pm-10 pm 

Preregistration 
Required 

18 
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Bible Study 
9:30 am & 11 am 

 

20 
 
 

MLK Jr. Day 
 

21 22 
 

Team Kid 
6:30-8 pm 

23 24 25 

26 
 

Bible Study 
9:30 am & 11 am 

27 28 29 
 

Team Kid 
6:30–8 pm 

30 
 

MOPS 
Spring  

Session 

31  

January January 2020 

Encourage One Another Often 

 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:11 says, “Therefore 
encourage one another and build each 
other up, just as in fact you are doing.” NIV 

 
Encouragement: the act of giving someone 
hope, confidence and support. 
 
Encouragement is such a powerful thing. 
The other day I was feeling discouraged 
because it felt like I was spinning my 
wheels, not really accomplishing anything 
important. Then God sent along an 
encourager, who, with a few words, 
brightened my day and renewed my sense 
of purpose.  
 
Just as adults need encouragement, so do 
children. It is vital to encourage your kids 
often, using specific language because it 
helps your preschooler know exactly what 
attitude or behavior was positive and why. 
Watch for behavior that is Christ-like, then 
encourage your child by saying something 
like, “Charlie, thank you for letting your 
sister have the last cookie. That was very 
unselfish.” Merely saying “Good job!” or 
“Thank you!” is less effective. 

When your preschooler is trying to 
accomplish something and just can’t get the 
hang of it, you might comment, “Lisa, you 
are trying so hard to get your shoes on! 
Keep trying-you’ll get it!” Most kids don’t 
enjoy picking up their room-hard to believe, 
I know. Once the job is finished, instead of 
saying, “Your room looks nice!” you might 
say, “Mary, that was hard, but you kept 
working at it until it was finished!” 
 
Most importantly, tell your child that they are 
precious to God, created by Him for a 
specific purpose. “For we are God’s 
handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do 
good works, which God prepared in 
advance for us to do.” Ephesians 2:10 NIV. 
Begin now to lay a foundation of their worth 
to a loving Heavenly Father. That strong 
foundation will help them as they stand firm 
against the storms the world will bring. “The 
rain came down, the streams rose, and the 
winds blew and beat against that house; yet 
it did not fall because it had its foundation 
on the rock.” Matthew 7:25 NIV 

POWERSOURCE 
ASK JESUS: 

1. To remind you to frequently 

encourage family members. 

2. To bless you through the Bible, 

prayer, worship, and fellowship. 

3. To provide people in your life 

who serve as encouragers, 

especially during tough times. 

Growing Authentic 
Kid Disciples 

 
Preschool 

 
Sundays 

LifeGroups 
9:30 am & 11:00 am 

 
Wednesdays 

TeamKid 6:30 pm 

For more information, contact 
Dianne Davis, Preschool Minister 
Dianne.Davis@magonline.com 
951-689-5700 



 

 

 An Encouragement Primer 

Encouragement is vital and powerful yet amazingly simple. Look kids in 
the eyes and talk to them on their level. Parents, reach out and touch 
them gently. Call children by name lovingly—not just when they’re in 
trouble! Listen carefully and be willing to learn. Accentuate the positive. 
Be generous with praise. Compliment frequently, sincerely, and in public. 
Show interest in children’s hobbies. Give credit where credit is due. Give 
age-appropriate challenges. Ask, “How can I help?” Also, work on your 
own self-worth; you can’t love and encourage others if you feel unloved, 
unlovable, or discouraged. 

Play an Encouragement Game. 
Gather a laundry basket and a small, 
soft ball or bean bag. Place the 
basket on the floor and gather family 
members to stand in a circle around 
it. Start the game by tossing the ball 
into the basket. Give each family 
member a chance to throw the ball. 
Each time someone gets the ball in 
the basket, cheer loudly for each 
other. For the next round, choose a 
different way to toss the ball. For 
example, you might turn with your 
back to the basket and toss the ball 
over your head. If someone makes 
the basket, cheer and say, “Good 
job!” If someone misses say, “That’s 
ok, try again.” Keep playing, giving 
everyone a chance to choose a way 
to toss the ball. Talk about how you 
encouraged each other by giving 
second chances, and celebrating 
each other when they made the 
basket. Some preschoolers might not 
understand the word encourage, so 
this activity provides an easy 
example to help explain it to them.  

Make Encouragement Cards Think 
of someone your family knows who 
is going through a hard time. It could 
be someone who is sick, an older 
person who is homebound, a friend 
who has lost their job.  

 
“So encourage each other and build each other up, 

just as you are already doing.” 
—1 Thessalonians 5:11  

 

With older preschoolers, you can 
brainstorm how to encourage these 
loved ones. Locate paper, markers 
and stickers. Make cards for the 
person you choose. If the person is 
far away, you can mail them. If you 
can, deliver them in person. Discuss 
how encouraging others pleases 
God and demonstrates His love.  
 
Play Board Games 
Playing board games with your 
children can be an ideal time for 
encouragement. Some kids are 
naturally competitive, some are not. 
Playing simple games like Candy 
Land and Chutes and Ladders can 
be frustrating when you land on the 
space that sends you backward 
instead of forward. Sometimes it 
seems like the same person wins 
over and over. I’ve seen tears and 
tempers with my own kids over board 
games. Use the opportunity to 
encourage your preschooler. 
Demonstrate how to be a gracious 
winner with comments like, “That 
was fun, great job counting!” When a 
child loses and is sad or angry, try 
saying, “It is really fun to win, but 
mostly I enjoyed playing the game 
and spending time with you. Thanks 
for playing with me!” 

 

Check out Faith Filled Kids, a website 
developed by Tracie Collier, designed 
for parents as they raise Faith Filled 
Kids. I love children’s books, and I love 
to share books with “my” kids here at 
Magnolia, but sometimes good ones 
are hard to find. This website has many 
suggestions for children’s books. I 
purchased a few of Tracie’s 
recommended books and found they 
are fun and address important issues. I 
can’t wait to share them with our 
preschoolers. Stop by my office if you 
would like to look at them. In addition, 
there are recommendations for books 
written to help you disciple your 
children. You will also find a couple of 
short videos that include some 
discussion points you can work through 
with your child. Please check it out at 
faithfilledkids.com. I hope it is an 
encouragement to you!  

PARENTS’  
CORNER 

Mothers of Preschoolers  
at Magnolia Church 

 

Motherhood is hard—you don’t need 
to do it alone! Our MOPS group 

builds circles of moms who love each 
other like family. 

 
Thursdays | 9:00 am-11:30 am 

 
Spring Session | January 30-April 23 

Childcare provided. 
 

For more info or to register, go to 
magonline.com/MOPS. 

 

 

MEDIA MADNESS  

 

 

MOVIE 
 
Title: Dolittle 
Genre: Adventure, Comedy, Family  
Rating: Not yet rated 
Cast: Robert Downey Jr., Emma 
Thompson, John Cena, Selena Gomez 
Synopsis: In Victorian England, an 
eccentric, widowed veterinarian prefers 
the company of animal friends—with 
whom he can talk. But when the queen 
gets sick, Dr. Dolittle must summon up 
bravery and sail to a mysterious island 
to find a cure.  
Our Take: This film is a feast for the 
eyes, with stunning scenery, historic 
settings, and lifelike animals. It will lead 
to discussions about God’s wonderful 
world and the vast range of creatures 
he made. The movie shows the benefits 
of venturing outside your comfort zone, 
but scenes of peril may be too intense 
for some children. 

     

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOOK 
 
Title: A Boy Like You 
Author: Frank Murphy 
Themes: Individuality, Character, 
Bravery, Kindness, Belonging 

Tracie’s Review: I don’t know how I 
could possibly love this book more! It’s 
a fantastic celebration of what it truly 
means to be a boy.  
You won’t find any stereotypes here! 
Instead of focusing on sports, brute 
strength, or keeping a stiff upper lip, 
this book concentrates on the ways 
every boy is unique. Attention is given 
to being brave, dreaming big, and 
having good manners. 
As the mom of two sons, I so 
appreciate the message this book 
delivers. And Kayla Harren’s 
illustrations are swoon-worthy! 

(Taken from  
http://faithfilledkids.com/a-boy-like-you) 

Games, Sites & Apps  

Guess in 10 
In this series of card 
games from Skillmatics, 
players can ask 10 
questions to get hints 
about a certain animal, 
city, sport, or famous 
person. Educational as 
well as fun, the games 
build problem-solving 
and communication 
skills. Each pack costs 
about $14. Best for ages 
6 and up. 

Kids Corner: Terrene 
Episodes 
In this ReFrame Media 
series, “Liz” and his  
reptilian middle-school 
friends have adventures 
and sometimes get into 
trouble. From parents 
and neighbors, they learn 
about biblical principles 
and faith-based decision-
making. Other “Kids  
Corner” programs tell 
Bible stories. 

Disney+ 
This much-hyped new 
streaming service offers 
loads of content for just 
$6.99 a month. Material 
ranges from animated 
favorites to the “Star 
Wars” franchise and 
original content such as 
The Mandalorian. Kids 
can set up their own  
profiles, but some users 
warn that parental   
controls are lacking. 

 
CULTURE  
 & TRENDS 

 

Smarty Pants Though the year 
2020 hasn’t brought us flying cars 
(yet), parents now have smart 
diapers! The Lumi line from 
Pampers sends smartphone alerts 
when diapers need changing. 
Other upcoming “connected” baby 
products include sleep-tracking 
onesies and robotic rocking cribs. 
(cnn.com) 

 
Safety Patrol Elementary students 
are leading the way with 
pedestrian safety. Schoolkids 
across America have lobbied for 
new 3D crosswalks that capture 
drivers’ attention via optical 
illusion. They’re also called Iceland 
Crosswalks, for where they 
originated. (various sources) 
 

 

 

QUICK STATS 

Screen Savers Since 1997, 
screen time for kids age 2 and 
under has more than doubled—
despite warnings against any 
screen time for those 18 months 
and younger. Another study shows 
that parents who read to kids from 
tablets have less social interaction 
with them compared to those who 
read from print books. (JAMA 
Pediatrics) 

 
Addressing Addiction About 5.7 
million U.S. children under age 11 
live with a parent who’s battling 
substance abuse. That’s one 
reason Sesame Street recently 
added Karli, a 6-year-old Muppet 
whose mom is an addict. 
(SesameWorkshop.org) 

 

This page is designed to help educate parents and isn’t meant 
to endorse any movie, music, or product. Our goal is to help 

you make informed decisions about what your children watch, 
read, listen to, and play. 

 


